


The Geography of the Verbal Section

The Verbal section of the GRE is designed to test your verbal
reasoning abilities. This chapter will review the types of questions
you will see, how to pace yourself, and the basic strategies that will
best guide you through the Verbal section. Additionally, this chapter
will cover the importance of vocabulary on the test, along with some
useful tips on how to approach learning GRE vocabulary.



WHAT’S ON THE VERBAL SECTION

ETS claims that the Verbal section of the GRE accomplishes the
following;:

places a greater emphasis on analytical skills and on
understanding vocabulary in context rather than in isolation

uses more text-based materials
contains a broader range of reading selections

tests skills that are more closely aligned with those used in
graduate school

expands the range of computer-enabled tasks

What does this mean for you?

There won’t be questions that involve analogies or antonyms on
this test, as there were on the old version of the GRE.

* You'll see some wacky-looking question formats that you’ve

probably never seen before.

Though they say the new version of the test de-emphasizes
vocabulary, there’s no getting around the fact that the more
vocabulary you know when you sit down to take the test, the
better off you’ll be. So vocabulary remains as important as it ever
was. If you're especially eager to build your vocabulary, check out
Chapter 8: Vocabulary for the GRE.

There are three types of questions on the Verbal section of the test:

Text Completions
Sentence Equivalence

Reading Comprehension



Let’s take a brief look at each question type.
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Text Completions

Text Completion questions consist of short sections of text with one
or more blanks; you are asked to choose the best word to place in
each blank. You may see one blank in the text, in which case you will
be offered five answer choices, or you may see two or three blanks,
each of which will have three answer choices. No partial credit is
given for getting some but not all blanks correct on a question, so be
sure to read carefully.

Here is an example of a two-blank question:

Though Adam was incredulous upon hearing Madam Sofia’s
psychic reading, after a few weeks had passed, he was (i)

by how remarkably (ii) she had
turned out to be.

Blank (1) Blank (i1)
dubious prescient
stupefied exhaustive

blase mundane

Sentence Equivalence

This is another vocabulary-oriented question type. Each question
will consist of one sentence with six answer choices. Your job is to
choose the two answer choices that logically complete the sentence.
As with Text Completions, there is no partial credit, so you must
select both correct answer choices to receive points.



Here’s an example:

When Selena brought home the irascible puppy, her more
quiescent dogs were rattled by their new
housemate.

[ ] pugnacious
[ ]languid

[] bellicose

[ ]juvenile

[ ] diminutive

[ ] phlegmatic

Reading Comprehension

Reading comprehension accounts for about half of the Verbal
questions you will see. Passages range from one to five paragraphs,
and each passage can consist of one to five questions. No matter the
length, the passages offer some type of argument that the author is
trying defend, even if it’s just the author’s opinion. Therefore, some
of the questions in this section will ask you to identify an author’s
point of view or the assumptions and premises upon which that point
of view rests. Other Reading Comprehension questions will ask about
details of specific information in the passage or provable from the
passage, the structure or tone of the text, how a word is used in
context, or the main idea. Fortunately, these questions rarely test you
on your prior vocabulary knowledge. Furthermore, Reading
Comprehension questions are like an open-book test—everything
you need is right there in the passage!

You will encounter three Reading Comprehension question formats:

Multiple Choice



Question 20 is based on this passage.

After examining the bodies of a dozen beached whales and
finding evidence of bleeding around the animals’ eyes and
brains as well as lesions on their kidneys and livers,
environmental groups fear that the Navy’s use of sonar is
causing serious harm to marine animals. A leading marine
biologist reports that sonar induces whales to panic and
surface too quickly, which causes nitrogen bubbles to form
in their blood.

Select All That Apply

Select a Sentence

The argument above relies on which of the following
assumptions?

O

0 0 0 O

Marine biologists have documented that other marine
animals, including dolphins and sea turtles, have exhibited
kidney and liver lesions.

No studies have been conducted on the possible
detrimental effects of sonar on marine animals.

Whales in captivity panic only when exposed to man-made,
rather than natural, sound waves.

The presence of nitrogen bubbles in the blood has been
demonstrated to cause damage to various internal organs.

It is unlikely that the symptoms found in the beached
whales could be caused by any known discase.



